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ABSTRACT 
Name  : HandayaniWagola 
Reg. Number : 40300107027 
Title                : The Woman Position in Sherryl Woods’ Novel “A Chesapeake   
Shores Christmas” 
Consultants : 1. SyahruniJunaid 
    2. NasrumMarjuni 
 
This thesis is aresearch about The Woman Position in Sherryl Woods’ Novel 
“A Chesapeake Shores Christmas”. The objectives of the research are (1) to know 
about the woman position and the role portrayed in the noveland (2) to know how the 
main character overcomes the problems in the novel.The method in this research 
isqualitative descriptive method. The data source of this research is the novel “A 
Chesapeake Shores Christmas” that published by MIRA Book, New York in 2010. In 
collecting the data, the writer used note taking as the instrument to get the data. A 
technique of data analysis in this study isTong’s theory about the woman position. 
In this research, the woman position as wifeis portrayed as the second by her 
husband because of the man put her behind in every household problem without 
asking her opinion first. She experiences an authority from the man in domestic and 
public. In addition, her position as mother has refusal by her children because she has 
ever leaved them for divorcing to New York. It happened when she wants to go back 
to her family in Chesapeake. To overcome that problem; the woman demanded her 
right and position to be an individual woman and also to make the position balance as 
an ideal spouse in household. She alsotries to solve her problem with her children by 
using good communication as like chatting by phone, face to face, and heart to heart. 
The result of this research shows that the woman successes to move on from authority 
to be a free individual in choosing and deciding her own willing and aspiration and 
also her children can receive her back again to live together as a family.The 
implication of this research is to give understanding to the reader about women 
position. Hopefully, this thesis can contribute to education as an analysis of literary 
work, especially for students of English and Literature Department. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
 Literature is a social phenomenon that uses language as medium. 
Literature is a written material which is considered by most people to have 
valuable substances. Literature has the main function for linking, communicating, 
and sharing these valuable substances between the author and the reader. 
Literature is the author’s imagination written in the form of fiction. Literature is 
essentially an imaginative act, an act of the writer’s imagination in selecting, 
ordering, and interpreting life experience (Taylor, 1981: 18).  
 Novel is one of literary works that tells about human life using words as 
media. The novel is created also from the author’s ability to imagine about a form 
that illustrated human life. Novel is a picture of real life and manners, and of the 
time in which it is written. The romance, in lofty and elevated language, described 
what never happened nor is likely to happen (Clara, 2004: 74).  
 Literary work is a reflection of the society that will continue to represent 
the situation and circumstances. A great work of literature is literature that is able 
to reflect the era. So that the literary work as a “document” that can be viewed and 
enjoyed through the ages. Literary work can be said as a “document” (Wellek and 
Warren, 1990:87). It means that the literary work record the reality and 
representing them back in a fun way and entertaining (Teeuw, 2003:89). 
Today we can see phenomena that exist in society, emerging literature as a 
form of cultural representation that illustrates the values held by the public, so that 
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the literary work is often regarded as a portrait of the lives of the people who are 
around the author, or a social reality (Wellek and Warren, 1990:109). Associated 
with the existence of literature as a socio-cultural product are consumed and 
created in the background that is universal, then the issues surrounding women is 
one of the issues raised in it. The advent of talk about women in literature was 
driven by the concern for the reality of women’s role in the socio - economic life 
and politics, when compared with the male role (Elias, 2006:1). Therefore, in the 
study of literature, the most important part of the talk about women is knowing 
how the female figure is represented in a literary text, in which the form of the 
representation is strongly influenced by the author's sensitivity in capturing 
phenomena that exist in society and how it expresses what is seen, felt, thought 
and hoped associated with the culture that binds society. 
Feminism is a theory that reveals the personal dignity and the dignity of all 
women (Wolf in Sofia: 2009, 13).  According to Noor (2005:99) that feminism is 
a movement that focuses on women’s struggle in getting their existence. 
Feminism literary theory is a theory which relates to the women movement. It is 
the ideology that gives the most contribution to the cultural development study. 
Feminism literature comes from the comprehension of women interiority. The 
main concept of feminism is the equality between women prestige and men 
(Amelia in Ratna: 2004, 184). 
Mill and Taylor in Tong, (1998: 28) state that to maximize the total benefit 
happiness (enjoyment) is by letting each person to effort what they want to be as 
long as they do not limit or restrict one another to the process of development. 
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Mill and Taylor are sure that if the society wants to achieve the sexual prosperity 
(gender equality), the society must give the right, politic, chance, and education 
which are equal to the men. 
After reading and analyzing the theory above, the writer concludes that 
feminism is when the women demand and struggle in getting position, right, and 
freedom in doing something, not only in the family but also in the public sector.  
This problem can be found in literature, as in the novel A Chesapeake 
Shores Christmas by Sherryl Woods. It describes a novel phenomenon in life that 
gives an idea about women position and role as wife and mother in domestic and 
public. A Chesapeake Shores Christmas is one of Sherryl Woods’ novels that 
explain of the main character’s family. The novel tells about the life of women, 
especially the life of the main character, Megan O’Brien who is struggle in 
holding her family from destruction of divorce and undergoes a plan for her 
second marriage. Besides that, the story of the novel used feminism theory by 
Rosemarie Putnam Tong. Finally, the writer analyzed this novel under the title 
The Woman Position in Sherryl Woods’ Novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” 
by using feminism theory by Rosemarie Putnam Tong. 
B. Problem Statement 
Based on discussion above, the writer formulated two research questions 
as follows: 
1. How is the woman position and role portrayed in the novel? 
2. How does the main character overcome the problems related to her position 
and role in the novel?  
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C. Objective of Research 
The objectives of the research are: 
1. To know the woman position and role is portrayed in the novel. 
2. To know how the main character overcomes the problems related to her 
position and role in the novel. 
D. Significance of Research 
  The result of this research is useful to students who observe about woman 
position and it can be a great experience in developing the skill and knowledge 
about women position. Beside that it can also give information about literature for 
the reader. 
E. Scope of Research 
The scope of this research is restricted and concentrated on focusing about  
the woman position and role as wife and mother in domestic and public portrayed 
in Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” and how the main 
character overcome the problems related her position and role in the novel. In 
analyzing the data, the writer used feminism theory by Tong. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED THEORY 
A. Previous Findings 
Before doing this research, there have been some researchers who have 
already done the related research. They research about the women’s problems that 
is similar with the writer are described in this research. 
The related researches are: 
Pravita (2009), The Image of Woman in the novel “Relax” by Alexa 
Hennig von Lange. She used the feminism approach in doing the research.  She 
states that the main focus of her research is about the position of woman who 
becomes victim of subordination system by the men. In analyzing Die Cleine as 
the major character, she founded that subordinate come because the women as the 
object, there were the differentiated of the right and the obligation between men 
and women in the society. She concluded that the woman position is still weak, 
subordinated still in developing and the target is the woman. Then, an effect is the 
women experience suffers. The final of her research is Die Cleine who her status 
as Chris’s girl friend lives under the authority by Chris. 
Mursintowati (2008), The Representation of Women in “Nichts als 
Gespenster” by Judith Hermann. In her thesis, she analyzed about self- identity of 
women by using feminism theory. Her research was using library research. The 
purpose of her research is to understand and to find the self-identity of the women. 
She explains that the women struggle and try to go out from authority of men 
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because their existences just only get violence. The feminist express their self 
from the concept superior-inferior. 
Karlina (2008), The Position of Chinese Women in the Family in the Novel 
“Hong Lou Meng” by Cao Xueqin. The novel explains about the rule of family in 
China. She states that the rule of family put women under the control of patriarchy 
system. When women have problem with parent-in-law, her husband should help 
the parent and let her wife because her acts contravene the rule in their family. It 
comes because of the doctrine of their family rule. 
The similarity between the three researchers above and this research is the 
discussion about the women’s problems in the novel by using feminism approach. 
In analyzing the novel, the women are the object of the research but have different 
cases, while the differences of the first research is focuses on Die Cleine as the 
major character that lives based on subordinated system and her status as Chris’s 
girl friend. The second research talked about the self-identity of women who try to 
go out from the authority system. The third research founded that the lives of 
women is in controlling by the rule in the family. The writer is going to talk about 
the woman position in the domestic sector as wife and mother in holding her 
family conflict from divorce.   
B. Novel 
The novel is a long narrative which is have figure and setting structure 
(Noor, 2005:27). Then, Rostamaji and Priantoro said that the novel is a literary 
work that has two elements, namely elements of intrinsic and extrinsic elements 
are interconnected and affect each other in a literary work. 
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Every literary work must have the literary elements that build it, either 
from inside or the outside of the work, because the literary quality of the literary 
work is based not from the popularity, but from the quality from the literary 
elements that found in the literary work. In general the literary elements are 
divided into two parts. The first is the intrinsic elements and the second is the 
extrinsic elements. 
1. Intrinsic Elements 
Intrinsic elements are the elements that build the literary work from the 
inside of the literary work itself. Intrinsic elements also directly take part in the 
making of the story. These elements will be seen while reading a literary work. 
The intrinsic elements of fiction consist of theme, setting, plot, point of view, and 
the character. Those elements are related to each other as a whole literary work. 
The first intrinsic element is the theme. Theme is the underlying meaning 
of the story, a universal truth, a significant statement in the story is making about 
society, human nature, the human condition. While setting includes the place and 
the time period in which the story take place. The next is plot. According to a 
statement as quoted by Nurgiyantoro, plot is a story part which contain the 
chronological events, but each event is connected only through the causality 
relationship, an event causes or is caused by other events (Nurgiyantoro, 2002: 
13). 
Point of view is point toward how the story is told. As Abram’s 
explanation which is quoted by Nurgiyantoro, point of view is a way or a view 
that the authors use as a media to represent the character, action, setting, etc, that 
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build the story, through the character point of view and through the eyes of the 
characters (Nurgiyantoro 2002: 248). 
The meaning of the “character” in English literature refers to two different 
meaning. Character can be meant as the person or people that exist in the story, or 
can be meant as a person that presented in the literary work. According to M.H. 
Abram, character is a person or people presented in dramatic or narrative, which 
by the reader, are interpreted to have moral quality and certain tendency like what 
is expressed in speech and action (Nurgiyantoro 2002: 165).  
2. Extrinsic Elements 
Extrinsic elements are the elements that build the literary work from 
outside of the work, but indirectly have effects to the construction of a literary 
work. The extrinsic elements consist of elements such as the author’s biography 
and life (experiences), psychological aspect, social condition, cultural, political, 
economical, historical aspect, etc (Nurgiyantoro: 2002). 
C. Feminism Theory 
 In the lexical context, feminism is a women movement which demands the 
equal right fully between woman and men. Feminism is the basic theory of the 
women's liberation movement. Feminism is the theory of equality between men 
and women in the politics, economics, social and all that relates to the interests of 
women. Feminism is the movement of women demanding equal rights between 
women and men. Another view about feminism which is stated by Ratna (2005: 
184) feminism etymologically is derived from the word “femme” (woman), means 
9 
 
woman (singular) who fights to struggle her women (plural) rights as the social 
class. 
1. The History of Feminism 
Feminism as a philosophy and movement associated with the Age of 
Enlightenment in Europe. Feminism is a movement of social conflict led by the 
pioneers of feminism with the aim of breaking the patriarchal values. 
History of feminism movement is marked after the American Revolution in 1776 
and the French Revolution in 1792. At that time developed the idea that the 
disadvantaged position of women than men in social reality, the women, both 
from the top, middle or bottom, does not have rights such as the right to 
education, politics, property rights and jobs. Therefore, the positions of women 
are not equal to men before the law. After that in 1785 there was a movement for 
women's scientific community association first established in Middelburg, a town 
in the southern Netherlands (Herien: 2012). 
The word was first coined by the feminist activist utopian socialist Charles 
Fourier in 1837. The movement centered on Europe's move to America and 
growing rapidly since the publication of John Stuart Mill, “The Subjection of 
Women” in 1869. Their struggle marked the birth of the first wave feminism 
(Herien: 2012). 
Second wave feminism began in 1960, with the new style liberalism with 
the inclusion of women in the voting in parliament. The era is the era of 1960 to 
begin generation was tagged "baby boom” (the generation born after World War 
two) stepped on late adolescence and early adulthood begin to enter. At this time, 
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a period for women getting the right to vote and participate in politics is the next 
state (Herien: 2012). 
 Feminism theory focuses on awareness of equality between women and 
men in all areas. This theory evolved as a reaction to the fact that occurs in the 
community, namely the existence of class conflict, racial conflict, and because of 
the gender conflict. Feminism rejects injustice as a result of patriarchal society, 
rejected history and philosophy as a discipline centered on men (Ratna, 2005: 
186). 
 After reading and analyzing the text above, the writer conclude that when 
the feminist movement started, in 1776 the position of women at that time was not 
taken into account in the state, both in the domestic sector and in the public sector. 
However, in 1785 women began to voice their rights, so that in 1837 women 
gained a name that is "feminist" is triggered by Charles Fourier. Subsequently in 
1869, then John Stuart Mill of America wrote a book entitled "The Subjection of 
Women". This period was marked by the first wave of feminism. The second 
wave of feminism began in 1960. At this time women get positions and their 
freedom. This movement succeeded in liberating women from all the pressure and 
that is a new beginning for America's growing confluence. 
2. Kinds of Feminism 
 According to Tong in Rasiah (2006) divides feminism into six types, they 
are Radical feminism, Anarchist feminism, Socialist feminism, Postcolonial 
feminism, Postmodern feminism, and Liberal feminism. 
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a. Radical feminism 
Radical feminism was born in the west in the 70s to fight for the abolition of 
the presence of separatism in women. This movement emerged because of the 
role of sexism or gender based social dominance in the west that occurred in 
the 60s.  Radical feminism focuses to fight sexual violence and pornography 
industry. Radical feminism also had the idea that men are the enemies of 
women only because they are detrimental to life and take advantage of women. 
It is also in spite that the oppression experienced by women is due to 
patriarchal systems. 
b. Anarchist feminism 
Anarchist feminism which aspires to the socialist society and the state assumes 
the male is the main enemy of women, as both detrimental and make women 
become worse off and the source of this oppression should be destroyed 
immediately. Women who actively voiced this movement works through 
networks and assume that the organizations that are rigorous and disciplined 
can violate freedom for the individual. 
c. Socialist feminism 
The socialist feminism use gender analysis to understand the oppression 
experienced by women. Socialist feminism movement is fight to abolish the 
system of ownership. Like the institution of marriage in which men consider 
women in this institution and property is the ownership of the husband. 
Socialist feminism also agrees with the ideology of radical feminism which 
considers that the patriarchal is the source of women's oppression. 
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d. Postcolonial feminism 
This feminist movement is done by women in the third world that the women 
who were in the colony. They held the movement to demand equal rights and 
the elimination of gender oppression. Women who were in the colonies 
suffered a heavier burden because in addition to experience gender oppression, 
they also experienced oppression between nations, ethnic race, and religion. 
e. Postmodern feminism 
The feminist movement was initially developed in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. They argue that the feminist movements will not success 
absolve women but it will only liberate women individually. The birth of the 
idea of postmodernism is by thinking of postmodern feminism is an idea that is 
absolute and anti-authority. The failure of modernity and the separation 
differently in each social phenomenon because its opponents on universal 
scientific knowledge and history. 
f. Liberal feminism 
Liberal feminism is one form of feminism that carries the absence of equal 
rights for women can be received through legitimate means and improvements 
in the social sector, and believes that the implementation of women's rights 
would be realized if women are equated with men. 
3. Women in Feminism 
Women are one of the two human sexes; both of a man or woman. 
Different from women, the term "women" can refer to a person who has grown up 
and is still a child. The existence of women in this world has a purpose and 
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benefits to nature in general and men in particular. Women with all its advantages 
and disadvantages are created as male partners. Women and men are social 
creatures who need each other. Women are the partners of men who created equal. 
It means that women are individuals who are socially equal with men (Ghandi. 
2002:5, 25-26). 
A woman in the view feminism has its own activities and initiatives for the 
right and the interests of the movement to demand their rights as full human 
(Kridalaksana, 1999: 258,275).Feminism has become new discourses. It is really 
interesting to discuss it. The most important point of this movement is equality, 
emancipation, and freedom. Nevertheless, there are many people do not agree 
with this argument because this movement efforts to encounter the discrimination 
between public and domestic.  
Talking about the woman position in public and domestic sectors which is 
connected with feminism theory, Rosemarie Putnam Tong in “Feminist Thought” 
(2006) says that feminism is: 
a. The equality of right and position between man and women as free human 
beings both in public and private world. 
b. The erase of any forms of operations and difference of gender roles in a 
society.  
c. The freedom of individual to choose and to decide based on their own willing 
and aspiration.  
The writer would try to explain what has been defined by Tong. Feminism 
claims that man has dominated women. It can be seen in the public and domestic. 
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According to her arguments, men and women have equal right because they are 
also human. Finally, it can be concluded that man and women are creatures that 
come from the God. When men can be good and women can be too. It is concern 
with what our religion describes. 
Islam has granted the award and a tribute to the women with the highest, 
the position that Islam gives very noble and sublime, lifting them from the valley 
of humiliation and a source of evil, to save them from the cruelty and ill treatment 
in humans. Islam came to bring mercy to all creatures. Especially to women who 
are God's precious creatures.  
As a mother, Allah informs that paradise lies under the feet. As a wife they 
should be treated with tenderness and affection, as a daughter, they have to be 
educated with a distinguished education, nurtured until the time of marriage, even 
a father to nurture and educate two or three children, daughters as well as possible 
will get a guarantee of heaven, because of the high reward owned by a person who 
can educate them as well as possible. Rasulullah saw said: 
" Whoever is tested with girls, and he treated him well, soon they will be a wall of 
(shock) hellfire (HR. Muslim).  " 
God gives equal footing between men and women in terms of reward and 
their position on the side of Allah. Allah said: "Whoever works righteousness, 
whether male or female in a state of faith, verily to him we will give a good life" 
(QS. An-Nahl: 97)  
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"Indeed I would not have wasted practice those who labor among you, 
whether male or female (because) most of you are descendants of some of the 
others." (QS. Ali-Imran: 195) 
In other view about position, the writer would put on the description of the 
position based on sociological aspect in order to make easy to understand about 
the position and the role meaning itself and than it can become support the idea of 
feminism theory by Tong. 
D. The Position and The Role 
 Jalvin (2012) in his thesis states that the relationship between men and 
women is one of the forms of social interaction and also the key of life together. 
The pattern of association of men and women is determined by the role and 
position of regulating behavior that indicates the position of their identity and self-
image in the community. The role and status equal between men and women will 
have an impact on society harmonious relationship in reverse roles and positions 
of in equality between men and women will cause in equality in society.  
1. The Position  
Every human’s role in their social life in the community has been assessed 
and given a fixed position in society. In other words, the position in the 
community system has been structured in a hierarchy which led to roles that are 
considered higher than others. Sometimes there is a difference between 
understanding the position (status) and social position (social status). Notch is 
defined as a place or a person's position in a social group, whereas social position 
is someone in his/her social environment, accomplishments, rights and 
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obligations. Both of these terms have the same meaning and are described by the 
position (status) only. In the abstract, the position means where a person in a 
certain place (Jalvin: 2012). 
Position is defined as a place or a person's position in a social group, 
whereas social position is the place a person in a social environment, 
accomplishments, rights and obligations (Soekanto: 2009). 
The position of a person in society can be occupied by birth/ascribed and 
ability/achieved. Soekanto describes them as follows:  
a. Ascribed status 
The position achieved in a society based on birth, lineage, caste and religion. 
For example, the position of the son of a nobleman or status is too noble a 
person of high caste in the society would be more honorable than those who 
come from a lower caste. 
b. Achieved status 
The position or the position reached by a person or business through their 
actions. In other words achieved status is achieved position or someone based 
on ability/achievements. 
Usually the rights and duties of a human being must be balanced. But in 
general, if the lower one's position becomes more of a liability while fewer rights. 
While that is higher than the right position becomes greater than liabilities. In 
regard to the position of men and women, it is often hierarchical status and 
position of men is higher than women (Hommes: 1992).  
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1) The women position as wife  
The second leader in the home after husband is wife. Status as a wife in 
the household, a wife should remain as a husband and a lover, so the house 
remains entwined in the peace that is based on compassion. 
As a wife, a woman is required to be faithful to her husband and the 
husband must be skilled as a chaperone activity in order to be motivated in 
making a living. Smart wife is a wife who understands all the needs of her 
husband and always looks beautiful in the eyes of her husband (Malay: 2013). 
2) The women position as mother 
Malay (2013) in her thesis states that being a mother is a gift. Mother is 
the focus of attention for all the members of the family. As a housewife, a woman 
has the responsibility and obligation to continue the attention to the state of the 
home, the home environment, set everything up in a household to improve the 
quality of life. The state of the house should be a safe, peaceful, and peace for the 
whole family. 
The main task of a mother is pregnant, give birth and raise a child from her 
husband. Furthermore, as a woman, she is required to be able to cook, clean, and 
maintain harmony in the household so that all family members happy and feel at 
home (Malay: 2013). 
In this research, the writer only focus on one object that is consistent with 
research in the novel "A Chesapeake Shores Christmas" by Sherryl Woods that is 
the position and the role of woman as wife and mother in the family which is 
Megan as the major character in the novel that also pursue the dual role. 
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2. The Role  
The role is the part played by a people, both men and women in every state 
(Brunetta, 1992:2). Every human have role in their social life in the community 
has been assessed, given a fixed position or a position in the social interaction of 
the community. The role possessed by a human is not a single role, but it is a set 
of roles that made him/her able to function fully in society 
Suratman in Pujiwulansari (2011) states the role is a function or behavior 
that is expected of each individual, including women. Based on the activities 
undertaken, the role is divided into two parts: 
a. Domestic Role 
Domestic roles are activities undertaken in the home and are usually not meant 
to bring in revenue but rather to perform household activities. 
b. Public Role 
Public role is all human activity is usually done outside the home and aims to 
bring economic income. 
According to Soekanto (2009) the role of women divides into two parts, 
they are:  
1) The women role in domestic sectors 
This role requires a woman to do all the house work like cleaning, 
cooking, washing, caring for children and all things related to household. 
Household jobs in arranging the house, guiding children, and caring for children 
cannot be measured by the value of money. Mother is the most crucial figure in 
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shaping children's personalities. This is because the child is very attached to her 
mother since she was in the womb (Soekanto: 2009). 
This role is linked to the survival of humans, examples of the role of the 
mother during pregnancy, childbirth, and breast feeding is the natural child of a 
mother. In essence, this role was followed by work obligations homework 
(Brunetta: 1992). 
2) The women role in public sectors 
Women also play or used to work for a living. The labor force 
participation of women or mothers caused by several factors, such as the field of 
advertising requires women to become employees of labor and other factors also 
are economic problems that encourage more women or mothers to earn a living. 
Basically, the role of the public is also a requirement of the wives and 
mothers to actualize themselves in the community. The reality shows that the 
more commonly found double duty of a wife and mother working outside the 
home. For example, a wife and mother became a teacher at school or become a 
secretary in the office, and there are a variety of other professions. 
3. Family Concept 
Family is a group of people with marriage, birth, and adoption which aims 
to create, preserve culture, and enhance the physical, mental, emotional and social 
development of each member of the family (Duvall and Logan in Anggie, 1986). 
Anggie (2013) states the concept of the family that the husband as 
provider and protector of the family but in the view of liberal feminism, an ideal 
family is built on the basis of equality and gender justice and safety. So feminism 
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is trying to put women and men are equal, independent, cooperating and free to 
determine his own destiny. In addition, the women hope to get a chance in the 
fields of life and to be equal with men. They hope to access jobs in the public 
domain. 
In addition, women as human being have the same right with men to live 
in this world. The differences of them are biological aspect. As an ideal family, 
man as father has duties to protect the family and one of his responsible is to 
protect about financial needs. Women as wife or mother have duties to handle the 
house business and put the family in comfort situation. However, women have 
right to express themselves without leaving domestic duties. The activities and 
processes of it will raise women’s awareness of the nature (Ruthven, 1990). 
a. An ideal family  
Ismael A.Fatel (2013) said that liberal feminists have formulated an ideal 
family. A family without class and raised the spirit of equality. They also 
proposed the elimination of the two sources of oppression, namely domestic roles 
and patriarchal system that places men in a favorable position. 
Marabel Morgan formed a movement called the Total Woman and Helen 
Andelin founded the movement called the Fascinating Womanhood. Both of these 
movements suggested that women returning to the role, value, and traditional 
attitudes. The Total Woman movement by Morgan emphasizes that women save 
their energy to equal men (Julia T, 2009:90). 
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b. Marriage System  
Athar (2004:50) says there are four kinds of marriage systems in the 
Modern West. The marriage was: 
1) Serial Monogamy 
This marriage occurred one after the other that is currently popular in the 
United States and is still valid until now, which occurs in 40% of divorce 
marriage, and75% of those who divorce later re-establish mating. 
2) Open marriage 
Exclusivity spousal eliminated. The people who support this type of marriage 
system practiced 'wife swap'. They claim that experiences outside of marriage 
can reduce tensions and relieve pressures personal conflict. 
3) Marriage group 
An association of spouses and children mixed to get her without any 
restrictions. They claim that the diversity of older people for the adults and 
children can provide a wider variation in terms of interactive experiences to 
meet individual needs. 
4) Homosexuality 
Women and men marry their own kind. 
E. Biography of Sherryl Woods 
Sherryl Woods was born on July 23, 1944 in Arlington, Virginia, United 
States. She graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in Journalism. She 
worked for several newspapers covering everything from suburban government to 
entertainment, eventually specializing in television; she became the television 
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editor for papers in Ohio and Florida. She served as president of the guild for 
Miami City Ballet for three terms. 
Sherryl published her first romance novels in 1982 as Alexandra Kirk and 
Suzanne Sherrill; in 1985 she published her first book as Sherryl Woods. In 1986, 
she left her work of journalist, and now she writes full-time. She also writes two 
mystery series by fictional sleuths; Molly DeWitt and Amanda Roberts, were 
optioned for television, which brought Sherryl full circle to the medium she once 
covered. 
F. Synopsis of A Chesapeake Shores Christmas 
The novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” by Sherryl Woods is talk 
about the life of women who has sweet family but something happens to the 
couple, so that they divorce. 
Mick and Megan O’Brien divorced twelve years ago and had five children. 
After twelve years of trying to go their separate ways, Mick and Megan are back 
together, slowly working towards reconciliation and getting remarried. Megan still 
cannot seem to let go that Mick is stubborn in his ways, and that he continually 
put his work before her while they were married- and fears he will do the same the 
second time around. Some of the children (now grown adults) are not quite on 
board with their parents impending nuptials, especially divorce attorney Connor, 
who seems determined to ruin the wedding. 
The specific series in the novel tells the story of divorcee Megan O'Brien's 
reunion with her husband Mick. Twelve years after their divorce, they are ready to 
remarry, but not all of their adult children, particularly Connor (who was 
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especially hurt by the divorce), support the decision. In an argument over it, Mick 
banishes Connor from Thanksgiving, and no subsequent apologies can bring him 
around. 
As the story goes on, Megan O’Brien as the major character becomes a 
very likeable heroine: strong, determined, and trying to be independent. It is clear 
that she loves all her children deeply, even Connor who keeps trying to shut her 
out. Sense of motherhood of Megan to her family is very strong. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
A. Method of Research 
The writer used qualitative descriptive method in this research. Bogdan 
and Biklen in Sugiyono (2010: 21) define qualitative descriptive method is a 
method that used to analyze and interpret the data in the form of words of picture 
rather than number. This method including feminism theory especially by 
Rosemarie Putnam Tong’s theory to analyze the woman position and role as wife 
and mother in domestic and public in Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake 
Shores Christmas” and how the main character overcome the problems .  
B. Source of Data 
The source of data used the novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” 
written by Sherryl Woods. The novel was published by MIRA Book, New York 
in 2010. The novel consists of 335 pages and divides into 14 chapters. The writer 
analyzed all chapters in the novel and focused on the woman who is Megan 
O’Brien as the main character. 
C. Instrument of Research 
The writer used note taking as an instrument of this research in collecting 
data. According to Ray (2005: 13) note taking is a system for recording 
information required by using note cards to write down the data findings from 
source of data. The information is written on each card and also put chapter and 
page where the data found. This instrument was used to obtain the data, the 
woman position and role as wife and mother in domestic and public in Sherryl 
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Woods’ novel “ A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” and how the main character 
overcome the problems. 
D. Method of Collecting Data 
In collecting the data, the writer followed the procedures as follows: 
1. Reading the Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas” and 
finding the issues very carefully. 
2. Making notes about the information that indicated the woman position in the 
novel by note all in another paper. 
3. Making cards and then wrote down the data on the cards. There are two cards; 
green and red. Green card for the woman position and red card for overcome 
the problem of the main character in the novel. 
4. Reading some related literatures to support the object that analyzed it. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
 Data analysis techniques of literary research are always linked to the 
theory, concepts, and methods. The writer used the theory in accordance the 
principles of data analysis technique based on the woman position in the novel by 
using Tong’s theory with feminism approach. 
 After collecting the data, the writer analyzed them by following the steps; 
1. Performing the analysis that focus on the main character. 
2. Analyzing the data about the woman position and role portrayed in the novel 
and how the main character overcome the problems  in Sherryl Woods’ novel 
“A    Chesapeake Shores Christmas” by using feminism theory by Tong. 
3. Making conclusion based on the result of data analysis. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
A. Findings 
In this research the writer would show the results that have been found 
from Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas”. The writers would 
explore the data analysis about the woman position and role that portrayed in the 
novel then put the data about how the woman overcome the problems. In easy to 
understand the result of research, the writer would divide woman position and role 
into two parts; woman position and role as wife in domestic and public, then the 
woman position and role as mother in domestic and public. The main point was 
the woman as wife and mother. While to understand the data collection, the writer 
presented explanation that Dt is datum, Ch is chapter and Pg is page. 
1. The woman position and role is portrayed in the novel 
a. The woman position  as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Position  as wife in domestic 
Datum 1: …”She still held back. She’d found so many excuses, in fact, 
that Mick had stopped pressing her to set a date. She had a feeling that 
a perverse desire to be pursued was behind her disgruntled mood this 
morning”… (Dt.1; Ch.1; Pg.14) 
Datum 2: …”Do you honestly think that I, of all people, would let that 
happen, Mick?  After all my complaints when you put family on the 
back burner. How could you think for a second I Would do the same 
thing?”… (Dt.3; Ch.5; Pg.103) 
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Datum 3: ... “Even though Mick is clearly exasperating you?” She 
smiled. Only a lifelong confirmed bachelor could ask a question like 
that. “That’s what he does, but I can’t seem to make myself stop loving 
him just the same.” (Dt.2; Ch.3; Pg.63) 
2) Position as wife in public 
Datum 4: …”Megan shook her head. “I can’t do that. If they don’t 
think my plan is solid, then why would I take money from you and put 
it at risk?”… (Dt.4; Ch.10; Pg. 218) 
Datum 5: … “As for Mick, as annoying as his interference had been, it 
hadn’t been unexpected. Butting in was just what he did. She couldn’t 
really blame him for wanting to help her. At the same time, she couldn’t 
allow it, either.” (Dt.5; Ch.10; Pg.220) 
b. The woman role as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Role as wife in domestic 
 Datum 6: … “Mick, it’s too cold for you to be out here. Come back 
inside”… (Dt.6; Ch.5; Pg.117) 
2) Role as wife in public 
Datum 7: … “Megan had spent an hour helping Nell arrange dozens of 
handcrafted items on the tables in the church’s parish hall. The annual 
holiday bazaar was one of the church’s biggest fundraising events. In 
addition to the crafts made by members of the church, there was a huge 
array of home-baked items, along with holiday themed games for the 
children.” (Dt.7; Ch.13; Pg.292) 
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c. The woman position as mother (domestic and public) 
In this research, the writer also found other problem that happened between 
Megan O’Brien (mother) and Connor O’Brien (children). They were: 
a) Refusal (domestic) 
b) Involving gallery business (public) 
1) Position as mother in domestic 
Datum 8: …”The conversation with the older children had been 
grudging and too brief. Her youngest, Jess, had refused to take her call 
at all.”… (Dt.8; Ch1; Pg.9) 
Datum 9: …“Connor stood and cast a sour look at everyone else in the 
room before turning the brunt of his anger on Mick. “Are you all out of 
your flipping minds?” he demanded heatedly. “Have you forgotten that 
Mom ditched us all, Dad included? And now you’re going to welcome 
her back so she can break all of our hearts again? Well, not me.”… 
(Dt.9; Ch.1; Pg.25) 
2) Position as mother in public 
Datum 10: …“I’m thinking if I open an account and deposit all the 
checks first thing in the morning and hand her the checkbook”. “We’re 
not doing this here,” Abby said. “I’m using a bank in Baltimore. It’ll 
look more legitimate that way. Besides, why should Lawrence get one 
dime of a return on this? I intend to laugh in his face myself when 
Mom’s gallery is a huge success.”… (Dt.10; Ch.11; Pg.235) 
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d. The woman role as mother in domestic  
Datum 11: … “It was about you, and knowing that you wouldn’t have 
appreciated me showing up out of the blue at the hospital. It’s always 
been about you and your sisters and Kevin. Everything I did, I did 
because I thought it was for the best for you.”… (Dt.11; Ch.2; Pg.32) 
Datum 12: …“Okay, I’ll admit that I needed to leave and build a new 
life for myself, but I thought that would be better for all of you, too. 
You wouldn’t have a mother who resented your father the way I did. 
You’d have one who was strong and sure of herself again.”… (Dt.12; 
Ch.2; Pg.32) 
2. The main character overcomes the problems 
In the position as wife in domestic and public, Megan O’Brien tried to overcome 
her problems with Mick O’Brien. Megan O’Brien has been struggling to clear it 
by her way; there were some strategies in solving her family conflicts by using 
feminism theory by Tong, for instance: 
1) Overcome domestic problems as wife: 
a) The woman was demanding her position and right 
b) The woman has forgave her husband 
2) Overcome public problem as wife: 
a) The main character just cried 
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a. The woman position as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Position as wife in domestic 
Datum 13: …”It’s about me, Mick. I’ve learned to stand on my own 
two feet. I’m not the naïve, dependent girl who expected you to dance 
attendance and make my life complete. If it’s going to work between us, 
we have to be equals.”… (Dt.13; Ch.2; Pg.47) 
Datum 14: … “It had taken years for her to understand that the neglect 
had been born not fir just of ego but a powerful drive to provide for his 
family. She’d forgiven him long ago”… (Dt.14; Ch.1; Pg.16) 
2) Position as wife in public 
Datum 15: … “Mick O’Brien, did you interfere in this?” she 
demanded.” “Mick, I told you very clearly that I didn’t want you 
involved.”… (Dt.15; Ch. 10; Pg. 217) 
Datum 16: …”Megan wandered around Sally’s holding the whimpering 
baby and trying not to cry herself. Her dream had just gone up in smoke, 
and she hadn’t even seen it coming.”… (Dt.16; Ch.10; Pg.220) 
Datum 17: …”She blinked back the tears that were threatening. “I 
know,” she whispered.”… (Dt.17; Ch.10; Pg. 224) 
b. The woman position as mother (domestic and public) 
To overcome the problems with her children, Megan O’Brien has been struggling 
to get back her position as an ideal mother in a family. She tried to manage her 
relation as well as possible. She did everything to make them could receive her. 
She was doing some approaches to do good communication. It was one important 
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thing that she was struggled for O’Brien. She was doing some communications as 
like: 
a) By sending presents 
b) By praying 
c) Postpone the wedding 
d) Chatting by phone 
e) Chatting face to face 
f) Chatting heart to heart 
1) Position as mother in domestic 
Datum 18: … “She tried to make up for her absence by sending a 
mountain of presents, each one carefully chosen to suit the interest of 
each child.”… (Dt.18; Ch.1; Pg.1) 
Datum 19: … “She just prayed that the hope and anticipation she was 
feeling right now could weather reactions the rest of the family had to 
their news.”… (Dt.19; Ch.1; Pg.22) 
Datum 20: … “I’ve been thinking about this all day,” she began 
quietly. Mick knew what was coming and tried to forestall her. “Don’t 
Meggie.” “No, I have to say this, Mick. I think we need to postpone the 
wedding”… (Dt.20; Ch.5; Pg.113) 
Datum 21: ...”In the meantime, though, in the spirit of the holiday, she 
could at least make an overture to her son. It might not be welcome, but 
she had to try again to reach out to him. No matter how many tries it 
took, she would eventually get through to him. Anything less was 
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unacceptable. Carrying her cell phone onto the porch, she hit Connor’s 
number on speed dial. The phone rang at least a dozen times, with no 
response and no answering machine pickup. She was about to give up 
when she finally heard his voice. “Hello, Mother,” he said, sounding 
annoyed and coolly distant. “I wanted to wish you a happy 
Thanksgiving,” she said cheerfully, determined to try to keep the 
conversation up-beat. “And to tell you how sorry I am that you won’t be 
joining us.”… (Dt.21; Ch.6; Pg.122) 
Datum 22: …“Oh, Connor, how many times do I have to tell you that it 
wasn’t like that,” she protested, unable to hide her dismayed reaction, 
yet knowing she would say the words over and over until he believed 
them. “I know just hearing me say how much I regret what happened 
doesn’t mean anything, but it’s true. There are so many things I would 
have done differently if I’d had the chance.”… (Dt.22; Ch.6; Pg. 123) 
Datum 23: … “Connor, before I let you go, I want to make one thing 
absolutely clear,” she said, hoping she could get through to him. “No 
matter how angry your father was, no matter what he said, he loves you 
with his whole heart. So do I. And as long as either of us is around, this 
will be your home and you will be welcome here.”… (Dt.23; Ch.6; Pg. 
124) 
Datum 24: …”She waited; desperately wanting her words to sink in, 
praying for a response.” Instead, all he said was goodbye. “I love you, 
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Connor,” she said, hoping he’d stayed on the line long enough to hear 
her, hoping he believed she meant it”… (Dt.24; Ch.6; Pg. 125) 
Datum 25: …”Unfortunately that didn’t work, either. He just screwed 
up his little face and cried harder. Finally, in desperation, Megan called 
Connor. “You need to get back to the house,” she said when he 
answered. “Why? Giving up already on babysitting?” “Save the 
sarcasm,” she said. “Your son needs to see a familiar face. Since I can’t 
reach his mother and can find you, you’re the one who needs to step 
up.” The baby let out another howl just then, as if to echo her point.”… 
(Dt.25; Ch.9; Pg.188) 
Datum 26: …“I suppose it depends on how much each of you is willing 
to compromise,” she told him. She hesitated, then met his gaze. “We 
could talk about what you really want, how you see your future. Maybe 
I could help you see things more clearly.” (Dt.26; Ch.14; Pg.310) 
Datum 27: … “She could see he was about to refuse, so she quickly 
added, “Or you could talk and I could just listen. No advice unless it’s 
asked for.” Connor smiled at that. “Do you have any idea how many 
times you made that promise to me when I was a kid? You’d lure me in 
with that promise and Gram’s cookies, and the next thing you knew, I’d 
be blabbing away.” He met her gaze, but for once there was no 
animosity in his expression, just a faint hint of nostalgia. “And you 
never did keep your end of the bargain. You always had an opinion.” 
“No,” she corrected, laughing. “I always had sage advice, which I only 
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offered after you asked for it.” “That is not how I remember it,” he 
insisted, then sighed. “But I have to admit it was always good advice.” 
“Then maybe we could talk a little now,” she said hopefully.”… 
(Dt.27.Ch.14; Pg.310) 
Datum 28: …“Connor and I are going to have a heart-to-heart chat,” 
she said excitedly. “Oh, Mick, this could be the breakthrough I’ve been 
hoping for.”… (Dt.28; Ch.14; Pg.312) 
2) Position as mother in public 
Datum 29: …She sighed. “I don’t know that, it’s the only reason I 
didn’t head straight back to New York first thing this morning.”… 
(Dt.29; Ch.13; Pg.301) 
Datum 30: …”Solutions always start with honest communication.  
Unfortunately, I’d spend too many years trying to tell your father what 
he wanted to hear, or what I thought he wanted to hear.”… (Dt.30; 
Ch.14; Pg.316) 
B.  Discussions 
In this part, the writer analyzed the data that have been found in Sherryl Woods’ 
novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas”. The writer was as the reader of novel 
and the data analyzed based on feminism theory by Rosemarie Putnam Tong. 
Feminism has the ability to resist the domination from the men and joining 
together with others to gain strength. In other words, feminism has power to get 
freedom and control of the private and society.  
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1. The woman position and role is portrayed in  Sherryl Woods’ novel  
a. The woman position and role as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Position as wife in domestic 
Datum 01 described about the woman’s feeling who Megan O’Brien, it 
was not about negative feeling but it was about a leap of faith into the future when 
Mick offering, to believe it would not turn out the same way as the past and the 
most important thing that she wants to hope, Mick could be change. 
Datum 02 described about Mick character that was the kind man but taken 
matters into his own hands. It means that he always put family on the back burner. 
It was one thing that Megan worries about. Even though he was a romantic person 
but he was possessive for the entire thing that happened in their household. Megan 
only to be wise in receiving Mick because she would O’Brien family become 
harmonious as an ideal family and she could not see to make herself stop loving 
him just the same. 
Datum 03 represented about one of Mick character that Megan loves in 
her life. He was a man, who the first time in Chesapeake Shores had agreed to the 
visit, he had even arranged a meeting with her children since she came from New 
York, he was have a strong arms that ever protective her from wind off the 
Chesapeake Bay, he was a man who had given a special holidays, he was a men 
who always coaxed her for getting married, he was a man who could be an equal 
partner and he was a man who knew her deepest desire. Finally, Megan offers him 
with all his strength and weakness as Mick done back to her.  
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2) Position as wife in public 
Megan had found a career of her own in New York and she could bring 
with her to Chesapeake Shores. She thought that she could be an equal partner 
with Mick this time. Not everything would have to be on his term. Finally, they 
had a life and she had envisioned the first time they had married. With gallery 
business in Chesapeake Shores, Megan and her boss have been discussing the 
possibility of her opening a branch of his art gallery. But she experienced about 
the fee for opening it. She had been sure the bank would back her. It was not as if 
she had been asking for a fortune, just enough capital for the first couple of years. 
Mick knew the plan and thought to help Megan clear  business soon in 
order to make her focus on their marriage plans because there was much 
preparations of that but it made Megan can be free in doing her willing and could 
explore her gallery business. Then, she became annoyed to him. 
Datum 04 and 05 explains about the participation of woman not only in domestic 
but also in public but the man who Mick involving her business. He always does 
that. Datum 04 indicated that the man would overbear of women business but she 
did want to receive it. Megan as main character demanded Mick and hoping him 
to let her doing her willing. Datum 05 explained about decision of woman to 
clear the problem by her own. It was different with marriage plan, it could be 
working together but Megan just wants to her existence be in public and could be 
proof that she made something important to people not only for her family but 
also society around. In fact, she could not take money from Mick even though 
Megan knew Mick’s intention was good. He did that for helping her to solve 
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gallery plan in order that they could back for marriage plan. Actually Megan 
respects it but if she did, it made her could not be free women.  In addition, 
Megan want to show her dedicate and existence to be an own master in her gallery 
business. 
b. The woman role as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Role as wife in domestic 
The main character in Sherryl Wood novel was described by an author as like an 
ideal wife in a family. Megan O’Brien was doing her role very well. She gives 
attention to Mick. She was a strong wife and never gives up in fixing their family 
conflict. In fact, she faced her problem but never ignore her role as wife in 
household. 
Datum 06 shows that Megan still in her role although sometimes Mick put her 
behind or exasperate in daily problem but she just want to focus for their second 
marriage and she should be realistic in taking decision. In this novel, an author 
dominated described the main character was a good wife in household. Actually it 
was different with their first marriage that explain that main character could not 
stand in facing her husband character, so that she choose to escape but after 
twelve years later she made big and realist decision  in her life. She should go 
back to rebuild up her family. In other word, Megan moves on for something 
good.  
2) Role as wife in public 
Datum 07 described about the participant of main character in church events. It 
shown Megan an active woman in joining bazaar and she helped Nell (mother-in-
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law) for done it. The datum indicated that as wife, Megan not only doing her role 
in domestic but also have participant as social human in her environment (social). 
c. The woman position and role as mother (domestic and public) 
In this section, the writer would specially explain other data about woman 
position and role in domestic and public as mother. As we knew that the biggest 
role of women in household was set everything up to improve the quality life in 
her family like as the main character done in this Sherryl Woods’ novel “A 
Chesapeake Shores Christmas.” Although some of women become career women 
and work outside with their position as mother but in this novel an author wrote 
the domination of position and role of Megan O’Brien was only as mother in 
domestic and public. This novel also explains the position of woman not only as 
wife but also as mother. As we know that Megan O’Brien was a wife of Mick 
O’Brien. They have a deal to do second marriage after twelve years divorce in 
Thanksgiving Day. Actually, they have fives children’s; Abby, Bree, Kevin, 
Connor, and Jess. All of them were O’Brien. 
In this research, the writer only focuses on one character who was Megan O’Brien 
in Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake Shores Christmas”. In taking the data 
from the novel, the writer has found that the positions of Megan O’Brien not only 
as wife but also as mother too, her position in domestic and public. The writer felt 
challenged to inspect it and the data shown that the woman also experienced 
problem. It happened between Megan and her youngest children, Jess and the 
youngest one who Connor O’Brien. The writer has found that additional problem 
which happened in O’Brien made Megan position as wife was getting harder to 
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continue her dream to get marriage with the some guy who Mick O’Brien. As 
mother, Megan has ever made mistaken which was leaving her family to New 
York. At the time, their children were young. After twelve years, Megan goes 
back to Chesapeake Shores. She was finding the reality that they were adult. Jess 
and Connor O’Brien were the youngest, hurt by the divorce. Her coming to 
Chesapeake Shores was refused by them.  
The writer also found that the other problem of main character faced about gallery 
business. She need legitimate and money as the capital to open new gallery 
business in Chesapeake Shores but her oldest daughter was involving too as like 
her father.   
The problem between mother and children: 
a) Refusal (domestic) 
b) Involving gallery business (public) 
1) Position as mother in domestic 
Based on explanation above, datum 08 described that her plan to join her family 
was not easy. Long time did not attend made the relation distantly spaced. The 
following year Megan had ventured back to town, hoping to spend time with the 
children on Christmas Morning but the atmosphere had been so strained, the 
reaction of her children was not good. She just understood the situation and stands 
to persuade them. Not only Jess had refusal her coming but also her youngest son 
who Connor did not agree with his mother in going back with them. He hates her 
because leaved them so long and made O’Brien broke out but everything possible 
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to change, Megan and Mick have a deal to rebuild O’Brien family to be an ideal 
family and they would marriage in Thanksgiving Day. 
Datum 09 showed about the conversation of O’Brien especially between parent 
and children. It explains the planning to unity the O’Brien in order that they could 
not life with long distance or separated anymore because a family conflict in the 
past. Connor showed other reaction. He was unhappy. All of O’Brien looked 
shaken especially Megan. Now they have a new problem in the middle of their 
marriage planning.  
Megan decided to fix up that problem and it was agreed by Nell and others 
because they knew that it cause of Megan itself. Actually on the surface, Connor 
had seemed like a typically carefree teen, taking Megan’s departure in stride, but 
it had affected him deeply. It had left him jaded about marriage in general and 
especially about Mick’s marriage to Megan. During the divorce, When Mick had 
acquiesced to most of Megan’s requests, when did supported her lifestyle in New 
York until she had been able to pay her own way, Connor had viewed it as a sign 
weakness. When Mick had told him he intended to do right by the mother of his 
children, Connor had told him he was a fool and then stormed from the house. 
Even as a young teen, he had had a temper and a tendency to speak his mind. To 
this day he and Mick had an uneasy relationship because of his ill-considered 
remarks back then. Usually, though, he disguised his hostility behind a jovial 
facede that the others rarely say through. So, while it was not surprising that 
Connor was not happy about their announcement. Mick told Megan about the 
situation.  
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2) Position as mother in public 
While tried to resolve her problem with Connor, Megan was driving with her 
gallery business. She had count everything when move on from New York to 
Chesapeake Shores. She had imagined working double in domestic and public 
with her new business but her daughter, Abby involving.  
Datum 10 was described about the conversation between Abby and her father 
with aimed to help her mother in order to alleviate her burden because Abby as 
the oldest knew what the really happened in their family situation now. Her aimed 
was same with her father so they deal to do that but actually they also knew that 
her mother unhappy if any of them involving. Abby just have include a payment 
plan so that she would be able to buy out the initial investor over time, which 
would make her mother very happy. This was strictly business, Abby just take her 
chance to make the wedding happened. 
d. The woman role as mother in domestic 
As we knew that mother was the focus of attention for all members of the 
family. In domestic sector, mother role requires women to do all the house work 
and give a comfort to the house. As woman, Megan had faced some problems 
which drained her psychology, not only her husband but also her children 
including Connor with shown hard reaction. She struggle to win Connor with her 
way. Datum 11 shown that how cared Megan as mother to her children and she 
has given understood to Connor that their second marriage was a key to open a 
new happiness in O’Brien. Whatever she did, it was only for O’Brien while in 
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datum 12 were similar with datum 11. They were represented the role of mother 
in giving a comfort of attention for her family.   
2. The main character overcomes the problems 
In her position as wife in domestic and public, Megan O’Brien tried to overcome 
her problems with Mick O’Brien. Megan O’Brien has been struggling to clear it 
by her way; there were some strategies in solving her family conflicts by using 
feminism theory by Tong, for instance: 
1. Overcome domestic problems as wife: 
a) The woman was demanding her position and right 
b) The woman has forgave her husband 
2. Overcome public problem as wife: 
a) The main character just cried 
In Tong’s theory described that women should demanded and struggle about their 
position, role and right in domestic and public, and also women should choose 
and decide something based on their own willing and aspiration in life. It concern 
with feminism theory by Rosemarie Putnam Tong in Feminism Thought (2006) as 
like the statements below: 
d. The equality of right and position between man and women as free human 
beings both in public and private world. 
e. The erase of any forms of operations and difference of gender roles in a 
society.  
f. The freedom of individual to choose and to decide based on their own willing 
and aspiration.  
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As we know that women with all its advantages and disadvantages was 
created as male partners. One of the divisions between men and women were 
biological aspect. For example; men have Adam’s apple while women could 
pregnant. It was the nature, determined by God and cannot be exchanged. And 
also tears. Women was identical with tears and when they got something hard; it 
could be break by verbal communication, so that they would start to cry. It shows 
about a side of feminist.  
In this part, the writer would give the manner of main character in 
overcoming her problems in Sherryl Woods’ novel “A Chesapeake Shores 
Christmas based on Tong’s theory about feminism. Feminism claims that man has 
dominated women and feminism involves how women and men realize the 
condition that discriminate and treat women as different from men, so women 
should make a great effort to change the condition. The data only focuses on the 
woman position as wife and mother in domestic and public. 
The writer only explains the data about woman position as wife and mother 
in domestic and public. In other hand, the data about the woman role as wife and 
mother in domestic and public did not get obstacle, main character who Megan 
O’Brien was doing her role very well as an ideal woman in family. She only get 
problem with her position as wife and mother in domestic and public. 
Megan O’Brien was portrayed as a woman with double positions as wife and 
mother in domestic and public. Her position as wife in domestic and public was 
connected with man who Mick O’Brien and his status as her ex-husband that 
would be her future husband in Thanksgiving Day. The other one, her position as 
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mother in domestic and public was faced by her children; it means that the 
problem happened between mother and children. To solve her problems with her 
husband, she used a feminist movement which has been doing by Tong that was 
demanding the position and right of women to do their willing. Then, she used 
communication method to solve her problem with the children. It would be shown 
in explanation below. 
a. The woman position as wife (domestic and public) 
1) Position as wife in domestic 
Datum 13 described about the commitment of main character to stand on her two 
feet in doing her own willing and of course aimed to make life complete with her 
husband. She wants Mick to give her trust in making something without involving 
by him because she was a dependent girl and she has right as human to do that. 
While datum 14 explains about the final decision of Megan as wife to make 
peace with Mick through forgave. She knows all of the sequence of it. To make 
her family live together, she should receive Mick. The datum shows that Megan 
had forgiven him long ago. She thought that to make O’Brien happy was by 
forgiving and continues the life as usual. 
2) Position as wife in public 
While in datum 15 Megan O’Brien demanded her husband. It was a one way to 
make Mick stop to involve and start to give right to her wife in doing her willing 
based on her ability. The datum shows that Megan has taken her position as wife. 
But in Datum 16 Megan just cried in facing Mick because involved of her gallery 
business. She showed one side of feminist. In addition, psychology aspect has 
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explained that tears for a problem could make your heart better then hold or hide 
it. 
Datum 17 and 18 has similar which showed the womanhood of Megan 
O’Brien. It was one way of main character in overcoming her family conflict with 
the man. Even though she able to demand and brief to take her right but Megan 
also respect to Mick as husband. She knows that what Mick has done to her with 
put behind the burner and involving the business of course for their happiness in 
the future. 
b. The woman position as mother (domestic and public) 
To overcome the problems with her children, Megan O’Brien has been struggling 
to get back her position as an ideal mother in a family. She tried to manage her 
relation as well as possible. She did everything to make them could receive her. 
She was doing some approaches to do good communication. It was one important 
thing that she was struggled for O’Brien. She was doing some communications as 
like: 
a) By sending presents 
b) By praying 
c) Postpone the wedding 
d) Chatting by phone 
e) Chatting face to face 
f) Chatting heart to heart 
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1) Position as mother in domestic 
Datum 19 was described about Megan’s plan when she ventured back to 
Chesapeake Shores. Megan O’Brien as mother has leaved her children for about 
twelve years. When she would meet them, she bought gift to all of them to pay her 
absence. To face them in one special breakfast meeting, Megan just prayed and 
prepare to her mental to her aims which was getting married with their father 
(Mick O’Brien). Although she knew that some of them shown negative reaction, 
he was her younger son, Connor O’Brien. She just hopes and always tried to win 
the heart, and then make him to receive her again and give an opportunity to be a 
good mother. 
For the next manners that shown in datum 20 described about Megan which 
made decision to postpone the marriage plan in order to solve her new problem 
with her son, Connor O’Brien. Megan has sure that it was been fixed. So she tried 
to make communication with Connor. There were some types of communicating 
that she has done. For instance: calling by phone, chatting face to face and heart to 
heart.  
a) Chatting by phone (datum 21,22,23,24 and 25) 
The problem between Megan with her children was about refusal. Connor was one 
of her son who did not agree with his parent’s marriage. He hates his mother. 
Datum 21 explains about the way of Megan as mother in overcoming her 
problems with Connor who disagree with marriage plan in O’Brien. One time in 
spirit of holiday, Megan was calling her son by phoning to persuade him attend in 
Thanksgiving but he refused it. Datum 22 was describing about the conversation 
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with mom and son. Megan still persuades Connor but his reaction was still 
negatives. Datum 23 shows Megan as mother tries to remain Connor that his 
father did mean to drive out him from home. It happened because he cannot stand 
his emotion. Actually, in that issue; Mick tries to make Connor receive their plan 
for marriage but Connor was stubborn and claimed that it no a good idea for them 
to remarry. Datum 24 was a final conversation between Megan and Connor in 
Thanksgiving night. In the passage described that Connor was absent in that night. 
All O’Brien were there without him. It was made Megan so sad but she never 
gives up, moreover she tries again until she and all O’Brien knew that Connor like 
that because of his work as a lawyer of divorce in Baltimore and he has a baby out 
of marriage. His occupations influence his psychology and the issue happened to 
his parents. While he has a baby with Heather and he has not ready to life together 
with them in a marriage. So that he made excuse to his parent’s planning. After 
the problem is solved, Megan asks Connor to solve his case with Heather and 
entrust the baby to O’Brien in Chesapeake. Datum 25 was one proof that main 
character gives more time to postpone the wedding in order to make Connor solve 
his problem soon. One day when Connor went to Baltimore to find Heather for 
peace, Megan phones him because his baby was fussy but Connor is still rude 
with his mother and claimed again that she gives up on the babysitting. Megan 
just stands with that atmosphere and hope something good would come one day 
later. 
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b) Chatting face to face (datum 26) 
Datum 26 described about Connor O’Brien who was a stubborn son. He always 
not cares with his mother and even makes her in trouble. Megan was a woman 
who has strong motherhood. She loves all of her children. It was her aims to back 
from Ney York. In fact, Connor makes trouble in her new commitment with his 
father but Megan has decision to clear it and make Connor be adult to see the 
reality. She makes chatting face to face in order that he can understand.   
c) Chatting heart to heart (datum 27-28) 
Datum 27 was the last communication that Megan was doing to overcome 
her problems with Connor. As mother, she had birth five children and she knows 
about their moment when they were kid. She tries to talk with him about the 
moment and it make Connor looks interest and give her a nice smile in the first 
time. Connor has touched with the nostalgia moment and finally it makes him 
realize that his mother loves him much and the reason to back in Chesapeake 
Shores was for O’Brien. Datum 28 explain about the expression of main character 
who Megan O’Brien. She tells her feeling to Mick with her position as mother 
that her problem with her son has solved. She talks to Mick as wife. Finally, 
O’Brien was together. Megan and Mick were remarrying.  
2) Position as mother in public 
As children, Abby understand what her mother want to do with gallery. Megan 
needs money and Abby helps her. Megan knew what her daughter was doing. So 
that she has not chosen and reason to reject the good intention of Abby. Actually 
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datum 29 described about Megan statements in receiving her daughter offers 
about the loan for opening gallery business in Chesapeake Shores. 
Datum 30 was a standing point of main character in overcoming her family 
conflict, not only with her husband but also her children. For the closing, the 
woman who Megan O’Brien succeeded in facing and struggling her position and 
role in domestic and public based on Tong’s theory in feminism.  
As the result of data analysis, the writer would conclude that: 
a) The woman position as wife in domestic and public was not balance. The main 
character experiences some problems in her household. As like psychology 
pressure, discrimination, and authority. It was doing by the man who becomes 
her husband. 
b) The woman position as mother in domestic and public also facing the problem. 
It was happening between Megan O’Brien (as mother) and Connor O’Brien (as 
children). The children keeps trying to shut her out from O’Brien but Megan 
struggle to make sure him that family is the place for us to live together with 
enjoy. 
c) The woman role as wife and mother both in domestic and public was described 
in the novel that the main character was doing her role as wife and mother very 
well.  
In easy to understand the result of data analysis about the woman position 
and role as wife and mother in domestic and public in Sherryl Woods’ novel, we 
could see in table below: 
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Table 1.1 the woman position and role in domestic and public 
The woman position and role in domestic and public 
Explanation 
The woman position The woman role 
Domestic Public Domestic Public 
As 
wife 
As 
mother 
As 
wife 
As 
mother 
As 
wife 
As 
mother 
As 
wife 
As 
mother 
_ _ _ _ + + + + 
_ : Negatives  
means that the 
woman position as 
wife and mother in 
domestic and public 
faced problem in 
her family 
+: Positive means 
that the woman role 
as wife and mother 
in domestic and 
public did not get 
problem. She was 
doing her role well. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
A. Conclusion 
1. The woman position as wife is portrayed as the second by her husband. She 
experiences an authority from the man in domestic and public. In addition, her 
position as mother has refusal when she want to go back to family by her 
children because of divorce. 
2. To overcome that problem, the woman demanded her right and position to be 
an individual woman and also to make the position balance as an ideal spouse 
in household. She also tries to solve her problem with her children by using 
good communication as like chatting by phone, face to face, and heart to heart. 
As the result, the woman successes to move on from authority to be a free 
individual in choosing and deciding her own willing and aspiration and also her 
children can receive her back again to life together as a family. 
B. Suggestion 
 Based on the conclusions above, the writer suggests to: 
1. The readers should be able to increase their reading to find out more position of 
women and increasing their knowledge about feminism.  
2. The lecturers especially for English literature lecturers department should give 
more explanation about feminism theory, then how to differentiate with 
another theory in studying English literature. 
3. The writer expects to the next researchers to analyze more than this analysis. 
The next researchers should be able to improve this research to find out all the 
51
 
52 
 
woman position and role of feminism in another literary work with using this 
theory. 
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